


RAGE AGAINST THE G/

A SHORT HISTORY OF ANTICAPITALIST ALTERGLOBALIZATION

ALTERNATIVE SCENARIOS

Certain summits surprise us,
for better or for worse.

In 2002, during the G8 Summit
held in an inaccessible location
in the Canadian rockies, the
demonstrations  were  very
modest in Calgary, the closest city
to the Summit, where the media
was welcomed in a conference
center. Having considered it too
unpractical to organize a large
protest so far away, the Montreal-
based CLAC proposed to “seize
the capital”and protest in Ottawa,
even if the G8 wasn’'t there.

In 2005, the G8 Summit in
Scotland took place in a large
mansion located in the middle of
the countryside. Alterglobalists
erected a self-managed militant
encampment. One morning, a
Black Bloc created a diversion
by leaving the encampment
to confront police. Meanwhile,
other activists in revolutionary
clown costumes who had spent
the night in the woods came
out to block the highways used
by certain convoys to transport
personnel towards the summit.

During the G8 Summit of 2007 in
Germany, anticapitalists decided
not to focus all their energy on
the little town of Heiligendamm,
proposing to carry out their plan
B, which was to protest in Berlin,
and possibly to provoke a riot.
The distance from their primary
target - the G8 - did not make
mobilization easy, and it wound
up being rather small in scale.

(PART TWO)

THEBLOCS AND DIVERSITY OF TACTICS

What was seemingly the first attempt at dividing
protests into color-coded zones occurred in
Prague, during September 2000. A zone was
reserved for the Black Bloc, another for the
white shirts (activists covered in padding that
tried to jostle with police using their bodily
strength) and another for the White and Silver
Blocs, made up of giant fairies and street
fanfare. In the end, it was the latter group that
managed to sneak through the streets and get
close enough to the center of the congress to
force an evacuation, putting an end to the
reunion.

A few months later, while preparing
for demonstrations in Quebec City, the
Convergence des luttes anticapitalistes
(Convergence of anticapitalist struggles, or
CLAC) and the Comité d’accueil du Sommet
des Amériques (Summit of the Americas
Welcoming Committee, or CASA) developed
the principle of a “diversity of tactics”, which
consists in accepting that an anticapitalist
mobilization might simultaneously harbor
a diversity of forms of protest. A red zone
is opened for an assault on the fences and
for confrontations with police, an orange
zone is opened for acts of nonviolent civil
disobedience (sit ins, throwing toilet paper
over the fences, etc.) and a green zone is
reserved as a resting place. On top of that, the
principle of diversity of tactics means that the
different radical tendencies avoid criticizing
and denouncing each other in public, which
had been instrumentalized by the authorities
and the police in the past.

Although police haven’t always respected the
divided zones (obviously), it was a success for
anticapitalist mobilization.

COMPETITION OR ALLIANCES?

The emergence of alterglobalization was marked
by the manoeuvres of institutional forces -
unions, non-governmental  organizations,
etc. — who not only refused confrontation, but

even tried to discipline the movement, publicly
denouncing “thugs” and even encouraging the
police to arrest them. Preferring to collaborate
with the elites rather than confronting them,
their protests were planned to avoid getting too
close to the areas where the Summits were being
held: in Seattle, the “united” demonstration
turned around in circles far away from the
clashes, while in Quebec City it had parked itself
in the lower city and lost itself in Limoilou as
confrontations occurred in the upper city.

That being said, the grassroots unionists and the
members of non-governmental organizations
always ended up joining the anticapitalists on
the front lines. With time, a few reformists also
refused to “denounce the violence” and even
helped out comrades accused of committing
crimes. Alliances were also formed between
anticapitalists and Indigenous activists, which
was the case during the mobilizations against
the Vancouver Olympics: in the streets, the
Black Bloc defended Indigenous protesters.

“WE ARE AN IMAGE FROM THE FUTURE”

In 2000, the young alterglobalization
predicted that the neoliberal
forces of globalization governed on by elites
during the great international summits would
lead to catastrophe. A generation later, those
catastrophes took place: a number of imperialist
wars made in the name of the “War on Terror’,
the financial crisis of 2008, rising inequalities,
corruption, and the acceleration of climate
change.

movement

We already had reason to revolt in 2000; there
are many more reasons today! During the
anarchist riots in Greece, Black Bloc activists
declared: “We are an image from the future”. The
struggle can only end with the end of elites, or
the end of the world.
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GLOBALIZED REPRESSION AND SECURITY CULTURE

Without a doubt, there is no better proof of
the globalized elite’s lack of legitimacy than the
thousands of cops that it mobilizes for each of its
international meetings. While there were 6 000
police officers at the Summit of the Americas in
Quebec City back in 2001, there were 20 000 of
them for the G8 and G20 summits in Ontario
during 2010. That represents as much as the
armies of certain kings during the Middle Ages
in France!

Each grand summit grants police officers new
weapons, equipment and cash. These watchdogs
are dangerous: they killed protesters in Geneva
(G8, 2001) and in London (G20, 2009), without
even mentioning the numerous serious injuries
they caused: gouged eyes, crushed larynxes,
fractured bones, etc.

The number of arrests is impressive: around 600
in Seattle (OMC, 1999), 850 in Prague (IMF and
WB, 2000), 1 050 in Germany (G8, 2007), 1 118
in Toronto (G20, 2010). These arrests are often
very brutal, just like the conditions of detention,
where comrades generally find themselves in
improvised prisons, which are cages with very
few “services” (lack of toilet paper, sanitary

napkins, food, etc.). ;

MOBILIZING FEMINIST RADICALS AND REVOLUTIONARY QUEERS

In 2000, during the joint reunion of the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) in Prague, revolutionary queers formed a Pink
& Silver Bloc with the British street fanfare group Rhythms of Resistance and the giant fairies of the affinity group Tactical Frivolity. When asked
about the supposed “violence” of protestors, one of the fairies declared: “what is violence, when the State kills people every day? And when
the people from the World Bank eat children of the third world for lunch? In this case, if bricks are thrown their way, well then, it is because
they asked for it"

At the Summit of the Americas in Quebec City during 2001, the Women'’s committee SalAMI (one of their members being... Valérie Plante!!l)
organized a Canvas of solidarity. This action consisted in having women of the Americas knit pieces of cloth that illustrated the sexist effects
of globalization, and the feminists hung these pieces of cloth on the perimeter fence. During the great People’s March, feminists paraded with
a giant marionnette, “Nemesis” (the goddess of righteous anger). The name was later used to designate a new non-mixed group of feminists,
after the final dissolution of SalAMI.

For the G8 Summit in Evian (France) in 2003, alterglobalists put together multiple self-managed militant encampments in Annemasse (France),
Lausanne and Geneva (Switzerland). Next to the Village alternatif, anticapitaliste et anti-querres (Anticapitalist, antiwar alternative village, or
VAAAG) composed of 4 000 anarchists in Annemasse, radical feminists organized a non-mixed encampment, the G Spot: they came together
to share their analysis and reflections on politics, economics and society. Unfortunately, many (male) militants did not respect their desire
for autonomy, urinating in the encampment or entering their space to physically assault feminists (with slaps to the face and punches to the
stomach).

During the Security and Prosperity Partnership of North America Summit (Canada, United States and Mexico) in Montebello in 2007 and
during the G20 Summit in Toronto, radical feminists called for the creation of non-mixed contingents during demonstrations, identified by
black and purple flags. They also produced texts and distributed tracts explaining the patriarchal and sexist logic of globalized capitalism.
During the G20 Summit in Toronto, revolutionary queers (such as the montreal-based group PolitiQ) formed a Pink Bloc.

1 Kate Evans, «It’s got to be silver and pink: On the road with Tactical Frivolity», Notes from nowhere, We are everywhere, London & New-
York, Verso, 2003, p. 293.
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GLOBALIZEDREPRESSIONANDSECURITYCULTURE(CONTINUED)

A SECURITY CULTURE

We should remind ourselves of a few horror
stories, even if they can be frightening.

Consider the British
secret service agent
that was so well
infiltrated into
anticapitalist networks
in Europe that he
fathered children with
militants: they sued
the secret services,

and he is suing
the State himself
for psychological
suffering!

Before the Summit of the Americas in 2001,
RCMP agents trapped members of the affinity
group Germinal, through a rather elaborate
strategy: the cops made themselves out to be
cool employers (wearing anticapitalist t-shirts)
and they had garnered such confidence
with activists that they convinced them to
accept military equipment (smoke grenades).
Germinal comrades ended up being intercepted
on a highway between Montreal and Quebec
City, two days before the Summit, in a car lent
to them by one of the cops. The activists spent
many weeks in prison.

At Montebello in 2007,
during the Security
and Prosperity

Partnership of North
America Summit (a
name you can't even
make up!), agents from
the Streté du Québec
(provincial police,
or SQ) had (badly)

[ ,

disguised themselves as Black Bloc, and were
unmasked by the real Black Bloc, and by some
unionists. The SQ even admitted that there
were infiltrators during the demonstration
(there were others as well in a militant camp,
and they rummaged through backpacks while
also slashing gas masks during the night).

Before the G20 Summit in 2010, a police officer
in Ontario infiltrated Ontarian anarchist
networks while pretending to have suffered
from domestic violence. An anarchist accepted
her into her home as a roommate, which
allowed the policewoman to assist during
assemblies where she recorded discussions.
The result: 17 “leaders” were arrested right
before the big “united” protest in Toronto. A
tew recorded words, such as “smashy-smashy”,
were provided to a judge as evidence that there
was conspiracy to cause significant damages.
Sentences of around 2 years were imposed on
certain anarchists. In Montreal, an informant
who had disguised herself as an artist had
also infiltrated a feminist affinity group which
was preparing itself to go to the G20 Summit
in Toronto, and she had even developed an
intimate relationship with a militant. She
eventually showed up in Toronto with her
“brother”, who was a police officer in the SPVM
that a feminist recognized from her adolescent
years... he ended up disappearing, just like the
informant.

These examples demonstrate two things: first
of all, that certain cops are very deceptive;
second of all, that we also need to develop our
own security culture...

The less we know, the less we talk about it,
which is better for everyone. Besides making
ourselves interesting and inflating our egos,
there is no reason to talk to anyone, even to the
person with whom we share an apartment or a

bed, about the things we plan on doing during
a demonstration or about what other groups or
individuals are planning on doing.

Obviously, telling someone that “this must not
be repeated to anyone else” never guarantees
discretion: if you are in the midst of telling
them, why would the other person keep
themselves from doing the same to someone
else, who will in turn repeat that “this must not
be repeated to anyone else”.

Communications are very vulnerable to police
surveillance. In Europe, anticapitalists have
the habit of buying (or stealing) cell phones
to use during a day of protesting (or rioting),
destroying them immediately afterwards. This
reduces the risk of police accusing them based
on what they find within their phones, but also
the risk of retracing their comrades within the
struggle.

Social media belongs to private firms that
collaborate with the police; even when they do
not want to, judges can order them to hand over
data on personal accounts. In Brazil, during
2013, police retraced, arrested and charged
the administrators of “Black Bloc” Facebook
accounts (there were accounts for different
cities, followed by millions of people).

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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STATEMENT BY FABIO V.
PRISONER FROM THE G20 IN HAMBURG
AT THE DISTRICT COURT OF ALTONA

We republish this translation of the speech taken from the website Paris-Luttes.info. As the police get their paramilitary arsenal
ready, ahead of the G7 summit of La Malbaie in order to attack the protesters who will arrive en masse, here is a very personal
statement made by Fabio V. arrested during a summit of the same nature in Hamburg, Germany, in 2017.

( ( Judge, jurywoman, juryman, prosecutor,
juvenile probation officer,

You need to judge a man today. You

described him as an ‘aggressive criminal’ and

as ‘disrespectful towards human dignity. I

personally don’t care with what attributes you

label me. I am just a guy with a strong will.

First of all I want to say that the
ladies and gentlemen of politics,
police inspectors and prosecutors
probably believe they can hinder
the dissent on the streets if they
arrest and lock up a bunch of
kids. Likely they believe that prison
is enough to hold back the rebellious
that
Likely they believe that repression

voices arise  everywhere.
will stop our thirst for freedom.
Our will to create a better world.
Well, these people are mistaken.
They are wrong. History proves that

as well.

As I, many young people had to

live through trials like this one. Today it is
Hamburg, yesterday it was Genoa and before
that Seattle. [...] In any case, however the
decision of the court, it will not change our
protest. Many young men and women who are
driven by the same ideals will continue to go to
the streets [...].

Let’s get to the point. [...] In relation to the
matter I am accused of today, I will use my right
to stay silent, as you can imagine.

[During the G20,] 20 people, men and women,
who represent the richest industrial nations of
the world gather around one table. They all sit
together to decide about our future. Yes, I said
it right: ‘our’ future. My future, the future of all
people who sit in this room today, as well as
the future of 7 billion people more who live on
our beautiful earth. 20 people decide about our
life and death.The population is of course not

invited to this nice banquette. We are nothing
more that the stupid flock of sheep of the most
powerful in this world. A submissive audience
of this theater in which a handful of people hold
all humanity in their hands.

Judge, I have thought about it long before

I came to Hamburg.

G20 SUMMIT IN HAMBOURG, 2017.

I'have thoughtabout Trump and his United States
of America who, under the flags of democracy
and freedom, think of themselves as police of
the whole world. I have thought about the many
conflicts that the American giant instigates in
every corner of this planet. From the Middle
East to Africa. All for the goal to get control over
one or the other source of energy. [...]

Before I came to Hamburg, I also thought about
the injustice that destroys our planet. It seems
almost banal to me to repeat that 1% of the
richest population of the world is as wealthy
as 99% of the poorest population together. It
seems almost banal to me to repeat that the 85
richest people in the world are as wealthy as
50% of the poorest population together. [...]
And then,
prosecutor, juvenile probation officer, I thought

judge, jurywoman, juryman,

about the rivers in my beautiful valley that

are violated by many companies, who want to
get allowances to built waterworks for power,
never mind the damage they will inflict on the
environment and the population. I thought
about the mountains that get befallen by mass
tourism and became a horrible military drill
ground. [...]

So, urged by all these thoughts I had
decided to come to Hamburg [...].
The decision to come to Hamburg
was a decision of interest. It was
the decision to stand on the side
of those who fight for their rights.
= It was a decision against those who
want to steal it from them. It was
the decision to stand on the side
of the oppressed, and against the
oppressors. It was the decision to
fight against the smaller and bigger
powerful ones who treat our world
as if it was a toy. And who do not
care that it is always the rest of the
population who has to pay for it.

I have made my decision and I am
not afraid if there, unjustly, will be a price I have
to pay for that. Nevertheless there is something I
want to say to you, if you believe me or not: I do
not like violence. But I have ideals and I decided
to fight for them.

I am not done. In a historical time in which
everywhere in the world new borders arise,
new fences with barb wire are raised and where
walls are built from the alps to the Med, it is
wonderful to me that in a single city a thousand
young people from every part of Europe are
ready to go on the streets together. Beyond all
borders. With the one goal, to make the world
a little better than as we found it. [...] We are
women and men who want the right to decide
about their own lives. For that we fight. And for

»

Excerpts from the statement of Fabio in front of
the juvenile court, Hamburg, novembre 7th, 2017.

that we will continue fighting.
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REASONS TO
OPPOSE THE

The G7 imposes their neoliberal capitalist agenda.

Its decisions will increase misery and
inequalities just as much in the North as in the
South.

The G7 imposes its war mentality.
Under the pretense of national security, the
G7 governments criminalize movements
of opposition and propose war as the only
solution to the injustice of the world.

The G7 mocks the population.

The G7 countries despise the aspirations and
demands of those who oppose their vision of
global capitalism.

The G7 destroys the planet.

They impose uncontrolled exploitation of the
earth, which they consider “natural resources’,
as a model of development, as a colonial plan
of conquest.

The G7 increases gender inequality.

Mainly composed of men, it is putting the
burden on women to fix the problems of the
world.

The G7 is an anti-democratic forum.
Despiteits pretentious discourse of democracy,
the G7 countries exhibit contradiction to the
extent that they are holding their next meeting
in a private manor, next to a Casino, high up in
the hills of a fortified Charlevoix.

The G7 meets close to here!
It is up to us to bring the message of all those
who are resisting its policies around the world.

LET’S MOBILIZE AGAINST THE G7 IN LA MALBAIE

GLOBALIZED REPRESSION AND
SECURITY CULTURE (END)

RESISTING IN PRISON

The  history of  anticapitalist
alterglobalization is rife with examples
of resistance in prison. In Seattle, affinity
groups trained for civil disobedience
had planned to disrupt administrative
procedures in case of arrest. The idea is
to carry no pieces of identification and
to provide a false identity. This practice
was picked up in Quebec City during the
events of 2001 where police arrested...
Jesus, Marx, Bakunin! Activists also
organized collective protests (chanting or
screaming to get food, for example) and
popular education between comrades, or
with other prisoners. Obviously, it is up
to each and every one of us to evaluate
the possibility of carrying on with our
struggles within prison.

That being said, there’s some good
news: most trials don’t go anywhere. In
Seattle (1999) and in Toronto (2010), for
example, around 95% of those arrested
got away with no sentence (many were
not even accused).

R RESEAU RESISTANCE ANTI-G7

In certain cases, class action lawsuits
forced authorities to pay millions of
dollars in compensation; in some rare
cases, police officers were dismissed
or convicted (Geneva, 2001). Above
all, despite having mobilized tens of
thousands of cops, infiltrations and
provocations, thousands of arrests and
heavy sentences, the struggle has carried
on for a generation, and is not on the
verge of dying out!

https://antig7.org/en
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